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@ QIE MES SIAIHA EUE Z2ot SUE 8 @ Hxtoo M= JHAL 2lof TIZE 3ysh= ER7t 01 Hello, thanks so much for doing this interview 01 OHASIMIR, QIEIHO SSHEMAM BL ZAIBILICE
2E YSaFMR AT, ZZoll= AZELN & F2E X[Sfolke St with us. To start off, could you please introduce AI=F}7] ®of|, 27t 2ol AJjE BEICE Ele?
0| HOIMELICE ofX[2r XM= 0|F RE2E ZHE =Lt yourself a little?
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T Qo= USHHAM Y= HEE QIiA| |t 5t elslz ZEHLICE T X SHIOIA 9IS A gl =3t 25 No problem. My name is Anjana and I'm from Sri Lanka. Hofl MS st=20l SogteLnt 2Xl= 73 = &7}
= HE i it 2ol 5 FSHAH = | 4

OfI&of| X7t o E2 oSS o[ QQl=0| CIZ Eloj| S 47| Qs OIEIS Bl HS EHBILIC) OIHS BiTIA | came.to Kor.ea in 2010, and so it's been almost seven 4. 7:_1:01| _E.i =27t Moz S0t & W M=
MO ES M1 EQUCID USHFN 0f 7[8E Mol Q) C}2 slel=a) s SolsliEn Eolo| XN Fc= M years since | first came here. | was a Korean government MEoistnoM sI20E ZE3T 2011H0]| stEAio
AUSLICE Ol2fst BRAH QEHMEIS 51, StoM 5 590 0iS A 0|2 ol scholarship student, so | studied Korean in Seoul 2 FI0|AEY QIskEisL|Ct SHEE E5tn 201550
L JiIok= S| AFAIO] BHEE m2 20| ALN|R AR National University for a year and then joined KAIST as = M7 LU MXREEHE oA W4l Nano Integrated
O 207} QICH= 742 L2l 2 9l7 L2i5t 012 Hatg an undergraduate in 2011, In 2015, | graduated and Circuit Expertise(NICE) SHHTAIA AApoZ QAL
¢S 4 UBLICL ST AL M UMK SA 4 RIE{RO] SatFAl 2el StLEM HA=RILICE afterwards joined professor 0[&=s Nano Integrated CF. A ZHofl o Sl XIZS 22 ol eippioR
%},0_" ;(.|c>6 |‘: Zdolo-lﬁl—ll:l' 3_!'3'_*0”%0‘" K-IQEI%\-'EJ E_I Circuit Expertise(NICE) lab in the school of EE(KA|ST) as %gLIEI'

S Za17| 7|x .
3} 10AIX| LOILIM RAOl S5 |5 ZAl5| 8l B 7IRt zzxc1133@kaistac ke a master student. | just graduated last month, currently

=0y

GLICH ESk Shob= S| RAIZI0| E2 oM ;_; AR AR e R working as a researcher in the same lab.

off =+ CH= Ak 2SUSLICH SuofMoF 2=

g SRE U2z 0IF1 = &= UXT ANz & 02 Seven vears is a long time, How did you first 02 A Ho|H 7 22 AXIUIL. XS0l oA S0,

U2 O 2 0|20 = = 7| WEULCE J2(1 think of coming to Korea, and here at KAIST? J2|1 FI0|AEQ| @4 MZES FlAl 47127

5|A} AiStO| Ho SpAiSto| Ho =z

;ﬂo{TE;;T;ZLF?;;; ;:fl:g;;zzf_%; | came to Korea because | wanted to become a S0l 2 OlFe= TEXQ! TVIFSAP 2|1 MM

L 30[ct L AIMS OHE0(0} SITH= AEAT professional electrical engineer. So my options were the LI}, st=20|Lt =, o|=2, Qlx, AVIE S & 201

A SR countries with strong electrical engineering industries, like A10] I/ HEE LigtES MzisICh} 0|2 stz
Korea, Japan, USA, India or Singapore. And so, | ended A EUELICE FIO[AEN 27 = 7 2 0|5= O
up here. The main reason for choosing KAIST was 2|2 h2UL|CH AR M20l= M2CiatwLt HAM|cH
because of English. KAIST has an English curriculum. | Stol| 71240 MzisHol=r| O StnsEL D= o2
was planning to go to Seoul national university or Yonsei 0| 20|20t F0] YQISLICH 13 Z2IH=ES et
university, but their curriculums were only in Korean. | JH= 7| O}R2E &S 74 ZIOIM FIO|AES MEHSHAL|
thought that would be really tedious and didn't want to C}. 710|AE7} OfE SHmOIX|, 24ZI0| O{HX] B2 AfEH
do that. | didn't really know much about KAIST at the OIlA ZREHR|TE BHT HL| Mot 22 MEHO|UALICH

time, or about the rankings of KAIST, But then | chose

KAIST and it turned out to be a really good choice.
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03 So, what was it like, your undergraduate life
in KAIST?

It was kind of so—so, | suppose. When | first entered
KAIST, it was in 2011 when the academic policies were
very harsh and demanding. So my first year was really
tough. There was no freedom. When you go to the
library, it would always be completely booked, everyone
would be studying all the time with no students outside.
There was literally no life, But that was because of the
policy itself and they later changed it. And academically,
it got much easier to study afterwards, Other than the
academical part, the
undergraduate life
was pretty good. It

was pretty fun.

- Curriculum—wise, Im
not going to say anything because KAIST has a really
good program. All the professors are really talented,
which is one of the reasons | stayed here for masters. So,
education—wise it was great, but the social life was kind
of tricky. | know that undergraduate students now speak
good English and they are much more international, but
back then, almost no one spoke English. It was when
KAIST just began to become an international university.
So the foreign and Korean students were very separated.
You almost never saw any interaction between the two
groups. But | think that part is now kind of changing,
which is probably for the best.

04 Well, if you could turn back time and be an
undergraduate again, what would you like to do?

Is there anything you miss about it, or regret not
doing?

| regret not having enough fun, actually. | was just
studying all the time, No one enforced me to, but | was
just self motivated to do so. Because of that, | missed
a lot of social events and those sort of stuff. So | just
wish | had more fun back then. | wasn't enrolled in a
club because, well, that's another problem. All the club
activities were conducted in Korean. So as a foreign
student, there was really nothing | could join. | know that
it's changing, but.. Anyway, more social engagement is

what | would do.
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05 Okay, so why did you choose to stay in Korea

after your graduation? Both the undergraduate

and masters.

Actually right now, I'm just staying here to finish my
research work, but after that, when | finish this I'm
leaving for my Ph.D.. After undergraduate, well, the
biggest selling point in KAIST is actually the funding.
The research funding is really great. You don't have to
worry about anything if you get accepted for a graduate
program here. Your professors will take care of it. You
don't have to worry about the monitory issues, financial
issues, etc. Everything will be covered.

Also the advising is pretty decent. You will work with
teams and the training is pretty good. The Korean
graduate school system is very different from that of
Europe like America. In Europe, you don't graduate
school is that in Europe, you do any research, You
just take the courses, Sometimes you write thesis, but
you don' learn any skills, just the basics. But here you
actually get your hands on the stuff, And you also have
a lot of seniors that will definitely help you. That's the
good part. So research—wise it's really good. And also
the funding is pretty much unlimited, so you can do
whatever you want, So the research environment would

be the reason | stayed here after graduation.
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06 So the next question. What is the best thing
about working in Korea and why?

The best thing about this particular place, KAIST
of Korea, is the research environment as I've already
mentioned. The academia has a lot of freedom, your
professor will help you a lot and you can actually
develop something on your own so that you can actually
take a break and think about what you want to do. | like
the research here, and the professors are great, and that's
why I'm still here. Also other than career—wise, Korea,
| would say is the safest country ever. It's unbelievably
safe. | mean, you can just go anywhere, do anything.
You don't have to worry about anything, right? Korea is
probably the best in the world when it comes to safety.
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07 Then what is the worst thing about Korea?

As a foreigner, | kind of think that Koreans are not
really that open to foreigners. | mean, it depends. | feel
like Koreans are more open towards and are more
friendly towards European or the U.S. foreigners. But
when it comes to... Even other Asians like Vietnamese,
Indonesian and that kind of immigrants and even
African. They kind of feel like they're not... 'm not saying
there is some racism or that kind of discrimination or
anything. It's just that those foreigners feel like they've
been left alone and are not very welcome. | mean, it's to
be expected because i's something the Korean society
is starting to adapt to.

Also, if | decided to live in Korea, | would have trouble
with the work—life balance. | mean, say you work for a
company in Korea, What's the average working hours is
60 to 80 hours a week, But if you go to USA or Europe,
it's 35 hours in minimum, So the amount of time you
spend on work alone is too much here. It's okay as long
as you are students, you are in the university because
your life is completely different. But if you finish your
school and go outside, you have to work on your social
life, your family life and all that sort of stuff, you need
to learn to balance all that. And that's kind of difficult in

Korea.

08 So, you mentioned you would be leaving

right away once your research is done. So what

would be your plans for the future?

So far | haven' finalized anything but currently I'm
planning to move to USA and continue my Ph.D. I've
already been contacted by a professor and I'm currently
in the process of the paperwork and all that stuff. If...
Well, | still haven't decided if | want to go there definitely,
so I'm also looking towards Europe, also. But most likely,
| will end up in USA. In my country, no. We don't have
any industry in electrical engineering. So if | go back |
need to start my own company and | would like to do
that, But to do that, a lot of money, a lot of skills and a
lot of connections, So that's the kind of thing | want to

do right now.
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09 Do you have any advice you would like

to give to the undergraduates? It could be

towards just general undergrad EE students but

it could also be towards international students in
undergrad.

Well for international students, | would certainly say,
learn Korean. | learned Korean and that's one of the
reasons why | could stay here. The thing is that mostly
my seniors, they speak Korean to me and | speak
English to them. My Korean speaking is not good, but
| can understand Korean pretty well, so | don't really

speak in Korean, For them it's the other way around.

So learning Korean is definitely, definitely helpful. You're
in Korea. You can't expect everyone to be speaking
English. Especially if you're planning to stay after
undergraduate, the more so. In undergrad, there are a
lot of English speakers and there are English programs.
But masters and Ph.D. students, they don't only come
from KAIST. Most of our students come from outside
university. And their English skills are not that great. So
learning Korean definitely helps.

And then, | would say, try to socialize more with
Korean students. One of the biggest problems
international undergraduates do is that they just make
their own group and segregate themselves from the
Koreans. And Koreans, by definition, are shy and
inward. They don't feel like burdening the foreigners by
talking to them, so this is kind of like a vicious cycle. So
| think thre should be more interconnections between
foreign and the Korean students for undergraduates
at least, since they have more social potentials. Pretty
much, that's it. Like, education—wise, just give your best,

It's certainly a perfect environment in KAIST.
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